President’s Message
by Pam Gallagher

Lots of tennis developments to
report to you this fall. First of all,
the mere mention of his name brings
forth smiles and only the fondest of
memories to all who knew him: Guy
Rule was our area’s Most Devoted
Tennis Patron and absolutely no one
and I mean NO ONE loved bringing
more players into the game than Guy,
who passed away two years ago and
who remains dearly missed! As a
tribute to Guy’s fervor for our
favorite sport, the VBPTA is holding
our First
Annual Guy
R u Il e
Memorial
Tennis
Tournament
to be held
November
11-13, 2011
at VBTCC.
Even those
who have not
played for
years in a

—

Pres. Pam Gallagher
and Guy Rule at 2006

Banana Open

"'Most of the fi
You just have to

Brad Gilbert

ure out what it is."

tournament plan to come out to this
event, so be sure to register right
away! See page 3 for more
information. You can also read Guy's
obituary at this link: http://
www.legacy.com/obituaries/
pilotonline/obituary.aspx?

n=guyrule&pid=124627439

All of our Banana Open
tournaments were, as always, hugely
successful, in spite of a lil’ ole
hurricane interruption one weekend.
Congratulations to all Winners and
Finalists and a huge “thank you” to
our wonderful sponsors! Also, thank
you and MAJOR KUDOS to
Claudette Sealy, Doug Snidow and
their Banana Bunchvolunteers for
their months of hard work. I am most
pleased to report that we have added
a Banana Open Wheelchair
Division under our tournament
umbrella (ssee wheelchair article,
page 9). We look forward to
sponsoring wheelchair tennis for
many years to come. Holiday Gift
Idea: Buy Extra Banana Open T-

Shirts!  Contact Doug Snidow at
450-7006 to purchase. Next, while so
many players anxiously await the
grand opening of the indoor courts at
the Virginia Beach Tennis & Racquet
Club (our Grand Prix sponsored
tournaments all “on hold” for now),
we’ve at least been enjoying ideal fall

league tennis  weather, and, thank
confinued on page 2
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goodness those Lynnhaven courts werefinally resurfaced and available for VBTPA league play! Check out Karen and
Jack Tucker’s reports about USTA Adult Spring and Senior Men’s leagues. Note too, that talented area Juniors made
tremendous strides this year. Congrats to the DREAM TEAM of 14 & Under Juniors (see article page 10). Next up will
be our Annual Awards Banquet & Party. Tickets must be obtained in advance. Party info TBA and
coming to your inbox soon!

Our board recently honored Nancy Schwenk with a special recognition plaque and gift
certificate to Lynnhaven Fish House for her many years of volunteer service with us. Nancy is
stepping down after eleven years and more than a decade of being VBTPA’s top-notch secretary to
pursue other interests. Nancy has always been our “ROCK;” as reliable and steady on the board as
she is on the courts (plus, she sure “classed up the joint!”). Nancy promises, Ol will definitely
continue to help the Patrons whenever I can. I have enjoyed working with such a great group of
people who, like me, love tennis and love promoting tennis.” Nancy will also continue as the
assistant coach for the Bayside High School girls' tennis team, and plans to devote more time to
get kids involved in tennis over the summer. THANK YOU, Nancy Schwenk!

Lastly, about a decade ago, I joined the board to help move our cause into the new millennium
through emailed and online newsletters, sent four times a year instead of twice, with enhanced formats, stories and
pictures..., while also improving other channels of communication by upgrading our website. Since then, I’ve
thoroughly enjoyed editing this newsletter. We have terrific writers on our board who’ve made editing an easy task and I
am currently working with our website committee on our long-overdue secondmajor upgrade (can’t wait). The evolution
of facebook is proving to be a very powerful vehicle for our organization, as our patron association news now reaches
facebookers instantly, plus allowing for immediate feedback; bringing our close-knit tennis community even closer! Still,
in spite of these ever-growing ways to pass along information, we are not reaching all of our patron members, which is
why I am passing along the editing torch , so that I can better focus on reaching out to our entire membership. Enter our
very capable and enthusiastic new board member, Lizette Driscoll!!! I am sure you will enjoy her fresh perspective and
the new look of this newsletter as we strive to progress with the times. Welcome, editoLizette Driscoll andthank you,
patrons for reading thisnewsletter and for your tremendous feedback over the years. See you on the courts!
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“Dream Team” Juniors & Captain - Helen Roberts Appreciate the VBTPA

“Doug [Snidow, Junior Committee Co-Chair of the VBTPA] shared the terrific news yesterday about the VA Beach
Patrons Association’s very generous contribution to underwrite the registration fee for our team... Wow!! We are so
appreciative and grateful for your support! It has been such a joy for me to captain this team, and | know that John
[Fraser] feels the same way about coaching this talented team. It truly has been a dream come true, for us and the
team, to go to Nationals.” . Again, on behalf of John and the entire team, we thank you very much for your
generosity!” From Helen Roberts

Thank You - Tennis Block Party

"I would like to thank the tennis patrons for their generous contributions
financially and for donating the Virginia Beach Tennis Patron Association towels
for prizes for the participants of the Tennis Block Party. It was a wonderful
evening with over 100 participants, mostly juniors with 30 or 40 adults joining
in for the festivities. Donny Weed (USTA Mid-Atlantic Event Management/
Community Tennis Representative) brought his quick start courts, balls and skills
to keep the little ones active and successful. Everyone left with a towel and
prizes from Wilson and Head also. Claudette Sealy was taking pictures and put
them on her facebook page and web site. Thank you again for your support of
tennis in our area and for you help in making the Block Party night a success."
Yours truly, Gary Garner (VBTCC Tennis Pro)
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Yeeeeeehaaawww, Cowboys & Cowgirls!

No one could M##3$ _more players into area leagues than
our dearly missed "#$%"&" So, bring your rackets and belly
up to the ()*+),)-$.'-/0$1',,)2$3-4*5,2 6°%,,"-&$ I"#$
%"&'8'95*)-&$ 1',,)2% 15"*,-9',4  to benefit Virginia Beach
leagues. $

Date: November 11 -13, 2011

Where: Virginia Beach Tennis & Country Club
Men's & Women's Doubles & Mixed Doubles
2.5, 3.0, 3.5 4.0, 45, 50 & Championship
1st Round Consolation (weather permitting)
Please call Claudette 481-7545, ext. 17/Nancy
ext .13 if you would like to play (if you need a
partner, we will try and find you one)

ENTRANTS: Be sure to attend VBTPA’s Happy Hour
Hoedown , Sat., Nov. 12th, 4pm with drinks that will float
a horseshoe, yall! Free t-shirts to participants.
Awards to winners & finalists!

Entry deadline: Tuesday, November 8th
Entry Fee: $30.00 per person or $45.00 per person for
two events
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Senior Men’s League
by Jack Tucker

Senior Men’s League Coordinator

2011 saw 81 senior men
compete at 3.5 and 4.0. We had 4
teams at the 3.5 level and 5 teams at
the 4.0 level. Although relegated to
the “back forty” courts at VBTCC, the
players gave their all in the true sense
of competition. Mother Nature tried to
dampen our spirits on many occasions,
but the teams did their best to complete
the matches. Bob Maholcic put
together a strong 3.5 team and went
through the schedule without a blemish.
Rob Makin and Manny Bagtas
combined forces to form a winner at
the 4.0 level.

After the local league, our two
winners headed to Wintergreen to
compete at the District Championships.
The 4.0 Makin/Bagtas team gave a
great effort and finished second in their
flight just missing a chance at the finals.
Maholcic’s 3.5 men ran through the
competion with a perfect 3-0 record
and looked forward to the Sectional
Championships a little closer to home at
Huntington Park. The results at
Sectionals mirrored those at the
Districts and preparations began for the
National Championships were held
October 21-23 in Arizona.

After another successful
season, | would like to thank the
Captains who gave of their time and
effort to make it all possible. See you
next year.

Some of This and

Some of That

by Karen Tucker
Adult League Coordinator

USTA Adult Spring League was
a great endorsement for the rating
adjustments in which we experienced
nationwide last year. It was reflected in
the scores throughout the season. We
saw many more close matches and
fewer lopsided scores, the playing field
has clearly been leveled. It was
anyone’s game at almost every level,
making it very exciting and certainly
more fun, as some winners could not be
determined until the very last match
was played. This carried over to the
District and Sectional Championships.
We had third set tie breaks coming out
our ears at both of these tournaments
(which by the way should be an
incentive for playing tie breaks during
team practices). All of our Virginia
Beach teams were competitive.

GREAT SHOWING FOR THE VIRGINIA
BEACH ADULT LEAGUE TEAMS!!I

We greatly appreciate your
cooperation and patience while
Lynnhaven Middle School courts were
being redone. We “lost” 10 courts for
the entire season and had to schedule
matches at several different locations.
You were all wonderful and had no
problem adjusting which we greatly
appreciate. The reward and end result
is that the courts are now done and
they are beautiful.

Guy Rule would have turned 85
the 5% of this past month!!!l How fitting
that the Virginia Beach Tennis Patrons
are honoring him and all he did for
league tennis by hosting a tournament
in his name. What a well deserved
tribute, hope to see you all there!!

Teams winning locally and
advancing to Districts were:

Women’s Team

2.5 Dari O’Brien, daytime
2.5 Melissa Horal, weekend
Team O’Brien won the local
playoff and advanced

3.0 Shoshana Mostoller,
daytime

3.0 Jackie Vu, weekend
(Jackie’s team was unable to
field enough players at
districts) the 2" place team
Dolly Drab went

3.0 Dolly Drab, weekend
3.5 Laurie Duquette,
daytime

3.5 Sandra Claxton, evening
4.0 Karen Adcock, daytime
4.0 June Gordon-
White,evening

Karen Adcock’s team won
the playoff and advanced to
districts

4.5 Michelle Woodruff

Men’s Team

3.0 Manny Bagtas
(non-playing captain)

We were also fortunate to

receive a wildcard , allowing

Bill Hart’s team to go.

3.5 Anthony Eady

4.0 Chris Moran/Brandon

Beavers

4.5 lan Bolling

Four teams won Districts
and advanced to Sectionals

3.0 Manny Bagtas placed 2nd
at Sectionals

3.5 Anthony Eady 1st place at
Sectionals

4.0 Chris Moran/ Brandon
Beavers placed 2nd at
Sectionals

4.5 lan Bolling placed 3rd at
Sectionals

Anthony Eady’s 3.5 Team
traveled to Tuscon,
Arizona for Nationals




Banana Open Tournament
News 2011

by Claudette Sealy

(and Banana Open Committee
members Doug Snidow, Terri
Karranglen, Pam Gallagher, Pat
Mosley, Diane Adamson, Debra Trent)

On behalf of the Banana Open
Committee and VBTPA, we would
like to thank all who helped in
making this year’s Banana Open
Tournaments a success, as always.
The Banana Open celebrated its
32" year and with the help of our
Sponsors, Players and Volunteers, it
was truly wonderful!ll

The Banana Open Singles was
held on July 29 - 31, we had 118
players.  The Men’s & Women's
Doubles and Mixed Doubles were
scheduled to be played separately
for the first time this year, but due to
unforeseen circumstances, we had to
play both tournaments in one
weekend. The Doubles and Mixed
Doubles were held on September
9-11*", we had 273 players,
awesome! Winners & Finalists had
the opportunity to advance to the
opportunity to advance to the
Banana Open Challenge in Hilton
Head on September 30-October 2,
and most of our players who
advanced, competed there.
CONGRATULATIONS to all our
Winners and Finalists.

Results on all players who
competed at the Banana Open
Challenge at Palmetto Dunes Tennis
Center in Hilton Head are listed in
this Newsletter..

Our Sponsors are the best. Thank
you all for helping support our
Tournaments this year. “Thank You”
to all our Silent Auction
Contributors!  What is a Banana
Open Tournament without
Bananas??2  So a “Special Thank
You” to Bloom’s-Shore Drive Store,
for supporting our tournaments for
the 4™ year with Bananas, plus some

added goodies. And what are the
Banana Open Tournaments without
our infamous Banana Daiquiris? |
can’t imagine! | truly believe this is
what draws players to these
tournaments, not to mention all the
“FUN” they havelll This year we
added Banana Smoothies which
were also a hit.  What's next?
Banana Splits!  We also had a Live
Action photographer Darryl Shelton
roaming around the tourney this
year. Be sure to view action shots of
YOU on his website
www.leap.smugmug.com.

Names and pictures of
Winners and Finalists are posted in
this Newsletter plus these and other
pictures of the Tournaments are also
posted on the VBTPA website,
Banana Open Tournaments
facebook page and our VBTPA
Facebook page. So visit these sites
and give them a “thumbs up!” We
look forward to having you
participate in the 2012 Tournaments.
We are planning to hold the Singles
tournament earlier in the year, so be
on the lookout for this date change
in 2012.
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“We look forward to
having you participate in
the 2012 Tournaments.
We are planning to hold
the Singles tournament
earlier in the year, so be
on the lookout for this

date change in 20120
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"TOP BANANA"

ARNOLD GRAPHICS II
BAY DISPOSAL
Odug down under gearO
(MENC~)S COMFORT APPAREL B WWW.DUGLIFE.COM)
DONNA BOSZE b KELLER WILLIAMS ELITE, REALTORS
STACEY SEIM B ATLANTIC BAY MORTGAGE
JUST CUPCAKES
THE JOHN SAVINO GROUP OF PRUDENTIAL TOWNE REALTY
KERI A. MARKIEWICZ, P.C.
LGN ENTERPRISES, INC.
LONG JEWELERS (GREAT NECK ROAD)
PAULOS AUTO SERVICE
PRIORITY AUTO GROUP
STATE FARM b JESSICA HESTER
WELLS FARGO ADVISORS b TIM HARRISON
WWW.DIVURGENT.COM

"BlG BANANA"

BLOOM b STORE #2751
McINTOSH PORTRAITS
STIHL INCORPORATED

“"SPECIAL THANKS"
TO ALL OUR SPONSORS

www.VBTennisPatrons.org



The Virginia Beach Tennis Patrons Congratulates
Banana Open Tournaments 2011

Singles, Doubles, Mixed
WINNERS and FINALISTS

SINGLES - July 29-31

Men’s SINGLES:

M PFEIFFER, MICHAEL (5.0 WINNER) BRIAN ROWE (5.0 FINALIST)
DAVID SLACK (4.5 WINNER) LEONARD TETTEH (4.5 FINALIST)
MATT REARDON (4.0 WINNER) BRANDON BEAVERS (4.0 FINALIST)
KOSTAS (3.5 WINNER) MATT TEFFT (3.5 FINALIST)

YALIER FUSTER (3.0 WINNER) CHARLES ORDOQUI (3.0 FINALIST)
JASON BAREFOOT (2.5 WINNER) WALTER MYRDAL (2.5FINALIST)

Women’s SINGLES:

MEREDITH CUTCHIN (4.5 WINNER) ALLISON ENGEL (4.5 FINALIST)
MART MARI VON SCHLICHTING (4.0 WINNER)  NICOLE KNUDSON (4.0 FINALIST)
DEA WHITAKER (3.5 WINNER) SUSAN HOVATTER (3.5 FINALIST)
TRACI JONES (3.0 WINNER) JAMIE FRIEDBURG (3.0 FINALIST)
MAUREEN STEDMAN (2.5 WINNER) JOYCE WORTHEY (2.5 FINALIST)

DOUBLES - September 9-11

Men’s DOUBLES:

ROBERT WAGNER /GARRETT WIDING (5.0 WINNERS)
MATT GRAHAM/BRIAN ROWE (5.0 FINALISTS)

DAVID SLACK/BILLY BRIET (4.5 WINNERS)

GIOVANNI DONTELLI/MARTIN KLIEN (4.5 FINALISTS)
PEDRO CUJARDO, JR/MICHAEL SMITH (4.0 WINNERS)
MICHAEL STONEY/DENNIS BLOUGH (4.0 FINALISTS)

MIKE ASCHKENAS/JOHN DEMOSTHENSES (3.5 WINNERS)
JOHN LEE/RICH WEST (3.5 FINALISTS)

Continued on next page



The Virginia Beach Tennis Patrons Congratulates
Banana Open Tournaments 2011

Singles, Doubles, Mixed
WINNERS and FINALISTS

DOUBLES - September 9-11

Women’s DOUBLES:

BEKKI JUCKSCH/SHANNON HEISLER (4.5 WINNERS)
CHRISTIE RITTER/BONNIE HOLT (4.5 FINALISTS)

MARSHA DAVIS/KATHY KRETZ (4.0 WINNERS)

LEETSA NOTTHINGHAM/BEVERLY BENJUMEA (4.0 FINALISTS)
CHERYL ZIGRANG/CLARE SEMLER (3.5 WINNERS)

JEAN BAILEY/BETH MINICK (3.5 FINALISTS)

JANICE HAMILTON/SHOSHANA MOSTOLLER (3.0 WINNERS)
ALAYNA GREGOIRE/DELIAH CUSTODIO (3.0 FINALISTS)
JACINTHE PARE/JOYCE WORTHEY (2.5 WINNERS)

KERRY CLAY/MAUREEN STEDMAN (2.5 FINALISTS)

MIXED DOUBLES - September 9-11

JENNIFER ITONYO/LEONARD TETTEH (4.5 WINNERS)

ANGIE BYL/REX OCAMPO (4.5 FINALISTS)

KATHY KRETZ/TONY BEVILACQUA (4.0 WINNERS)

DEBRA TRENT/LOUIS MANUGO (4.0 FINALISTS)

BETH MINICK/RON MORRISON (3.5 WINNERS)

KOSTAS BEMPIS KOLYFAS/KERI MARKIEWICZ (3.5 FINALISTS)
DANIELA OTTO/WILLIAM THOMAS (3.0 WINNERS)

GISELA DOERNAN/WARD MASDEN (3.0 FINALISTS)

SENIOR DIVISION 60+ DOUBLES - September 9-11

MANNY BAGTAS/MANNY MARQUEZ (4.0 WINNERS)
BEN KAMINSKI/JEFF MANTZ (4.0 FINALISTS)



Banana Open Tournaments 2011

Results and Updates

Results/Updates on all players who played in the Banana Open Challenge at Palmetto Dunes Tennis Center
in Hilton Head. Congratulations to Deliah Custodio & Alayna Gregoire, Winners/3.0 Women’s Doubles.
Beth Minick & Ron Morrison/Finalists 3.5 Mixed. Meredith Cutchin/Finalist 4.5 Singles who also played 4.5
doubles.  Susan Hovatter/Semis 3.5 Singles/Quarters 4.0 singles. Others: Michael Aschkenas/John
Demosthenes/Played Men’s 3.5 and 4.0 doubles. Yalier Fuster/3.0 Men’s Singles. Floyd Pettaway/Played
4.0 Singles and 4.0 doubles.

"They all were awesome players and fun to be with the weekend." ~Jackie Reynecke™ Tournament Director,
Banana Open Challenge

Meredith Cutchin - finalist in women's 4.5 singles - played 4.5 women’s doubles
Katy Eldridge - played women's 3.5 doubles and 3.5 mixed

Mark Frisch - played 3.5 mixed and was a finalist in men’s 3.0 singles

Yalier Fuster - played 3.0 men's singles

Sarah Guillou - played 4.5 women's doubles with Meredith Cutchin and won the 4.5 singles against her
Susan Hovatter - semis 3.5 women's singles/quarters 4.0 women’s singles

Jaime Larry - quarters men's 3.0 singles

Beth Minick - mixed 3.5 finalistwith Ron Morrison

Ron Morrison - see above

Floyd Pettaway - played men's 4.0 singles and 4.0 doubles

Beth Wilt - played women’s 3.5doubles and was finalist in 3.5 singles

"Earth Wlnd and Flre
Best Descrlbed New VBTPA Banana Open Wheelchair Tournament

As mentioned earlier, the VBTPA is extremely excited and proud to add two new tournaments under our VBTPA
"umbrella" this year. The Guy Rule Memorial Tennis Tournament (sign-up today!) and the First Annual Banana Open
Wheelchair Tennis!Tournamentwhich was to be held August 26-28th at Owl Creek Tennis Center and was a tournament
open to wheelchair players nationwide. Still staggering from the recent earthquake and with Hurricane Irene bearing
down upon us at an expected category 3 or higher at the time, we had no choice to cancel/post-pone our Banana Open
Doubles tournament that last weekend in August and could only hope at least that the fires from Great Dismal Swamp
would be quashed by Irene and that all else would be spared.... Notifying the players' coordinator, Virginia Beach
resident and wheelchair player Bob Barnaby, we expected a sigh of relief, but were instead surprised to learn that a few
of the players were already en route to Virginia Beach and had already decided to dig in with every intention to play in

Banana Open Wheelchalr Tennis Tournament WAS held by a few brave souls: Mark Jenkinson - West Virginia, George
Holscher- Chesapeake, Todd Cox- Wilmington, NC and Bob Barnaby (Keith Douglas and Chuck Bishopalso intended to
play but ended up staying home and staying....dry!). It was George Holscher who came up with the remark that fit right
into a description of the tournament: "Earth, Wind and Fire" just may stick as the name of this banana open tournament,
as the players have plans to make tshirts to commemorate their, ummmmmm....very inspirational tenacity.
Congratulations to this tournament's WINNERS/Survivors - there was an all around TIE for the win! TAKE THAT, IRENE!

—




DREAM TEAM AT THE
CAPITOL BUILDING AFTER
THEIR TOUR
(Top Row |. to r.) Brooke Pilkington,
Nicky Benkovitz, Cameron Fraser,

Ben Feigenbaum, George Carter
Luizou (the later three were non-
Dream Teamers who tagged along
for the ride). Grifbn Forsyth,
Andrew Roberts, Max Benkovitz,
Lizzi Riordan, Claybourne Loizou
(non-Dream Teamer) Ingrid
Benkovitz (non-Dream Teamer),

Emily Pense,Zoe Fraser, Nicole
Krykanov and Ally McNulty

‘Dream Team’ After Winning
The District Championships At
ODU

‘Dream Team’
at Congressional Country Club

PACCOs "Dream Team"

This Article was originally posted in Princess Anne Living Magazine

by Helen E. Roberts, M.D.

Photography by Colleen Benkovitz

It began one year ago as a nighttime
dream just after the 12 Advanced Junior
Team Tennis (JTT) team had won the
Mid-Atlantic Section Championship in
August 2010. John Fraser had coached
this team through another victorious
season, but the National Championship
for JTT only allows age groups 14-and-
older. Next year the goal will be reaching
Nationals with a team composed of elite
players worthy of the team name "The
Dream Team".

For the past three summers, I have had
the privilege to captain an amazing JTT
team. John Fraser, the PACC Tennis
Director, has spent countless hours
coaching the players through three highly
successful seasons all culminating in
winning advanced championship
tournaments. With every new season, we
try to improve our record as well as
making the experience very enjoyable for
both the players and their parents. For
those of you who are not familiar with the
term, JTT, it is a team sport designed by
the USTA (United States Tennis
Association) to promote competitive, fun
tennis for juniors of all age groups
beginning with 8- and-under through 18-
and-under. A team is combined of boys
and girls playing singles, doubles, and
mixed doubles matches. The regular
season begins in the spring and runs
through the early summer. The winning
teams at the local level are invited to
compete at the District level (state level)
and then the Section level (several states
for our Section, Mid-Atlantic Section, or
MAS).

So back to the dream of The Dream
Team... John and I frequently share ideas
about ways to improve our team. Last
August I mentioned the goal of forming a
14A team composed of the top players in
the area drawn from public and private
schools as well as PACC players and
players from other clubs. This talented
group of players would be worthy of the
name, The Dream Team, recalling that
famous 1992 United States men’s
Olympic basketball team. Now it was time

to turn a dream into a reality.

First, we recruited the elite players from
PACC to join the team. I distinctly remember
a conversation with Emily Pence, Arnold’s
Pence’s daughter, who possesses her father’s
tennis talents and skills. "Okay, Emily, you’re
under contract... don’t even think about
talking to another team captain because you’re
with us!!" She smiled brightly and walked
onto the court while I watched in awe as she
hit her typical winners and overhead smashes.
Now it was time to cast the wider net to
recruit outside of the club. During a tennis
tournament at PACC in October 2010, I had
the good fortune to chat with Doctors Maria
and Lionel Jacob. I thought to myself, "If I
could only snag their super star son, Dillon, to
join the team, I would be elated!!" 1
mentioned that Emily Pence was on board for
the team, and I saw a spark of interest from
Lionel. As the year progressed, John and I had
managed to "capture" the top players, several
of whom are nationally ranked.

In 2011, we had finally amassed The Dream
Team, consisting of the following players
ranging from ages 12-14: Max Benkovitz,
Griffin Forsyth, Zoe Fraser, Scotty Hunter,
Dillon Jacob, Kaitlyn Kalfus, Nicole
Krykanov, Ally McNulty, Brooke Pilkington,
Emily Pence, Lizzi Riordan, Paul Ritter,
Andrew Roberts, and Conor Somers. The
dream was ready for some action.

Dressed in their matching uniforms of neon
green, royal blue, and white, The Dream Team
took their opposing team to an undefeated
season during the spring and early summer.
John did an outstanding job of allowing all of
the players to compete in at least three
matches during the regular season so that all
the players would be qualified to compete at
the advanced championship tournaments.
Every Friday evening for eight weeks at the
Owl Creek Tennis Center, John would coach
the team to victory. "These kids make it look
so easy!" I often thought while watching with
great pride.

The District Championship was held at Old
Dominion University on July 30-31, 2011.
The 14A division had two flights of teams.
Our team played two matches on Saturday and
won both of them. The final championship

10



Dream Team mobs 6 ft. 9 in. U.S.

tennis star, John Isner, at the Legg
Mason Tennis Classic in D.C.

SECTIONAL CHAMPS ‘THE
DREAM TEAM’

(Top Row . to r.) Coach John Fraser,
Dillon Jacob, Conor Somers, Max
Benkovitz, Grifbn Forsyth, Scott
Hunter, Paul Ritter, Andrew Roberts,
Dr. Helen Roberts (CaptainBottom
Row I. to r.) Nicole Krykanov, Brooke
Pilkington, Emily Pence, Lizzi
Riordon, Ally McNulty and Zoe Fraser

Nicky Benkovitz, Brooke Pilkington,
Clayborne Loizou & Ingrid
Benkovitz posing with Rising Star
Ryan Harrison, at Legg Mason

match between The Dream Team and The
Richmond MTC Wanderers occurred on
Sunday, July 31st. This team was our
toughest competition to date with several
talented players on their roster. After five
thrilling matches, The Dream Team emerged
as the champion with a convincing 36-19
games!! Our team was invited to be
presented on court during the Legg Mason
Tournament in Washington, D.C. on the

following day and carry the banner
representing the state of Virginia... what a
thrill for both the players and their families!
We were also treated to a private tour of the
Capitol and lunch and tennis at
Congressional Country Club thanks to the
kindness and generosity of Cindee and
Kevin Riordan.

But no resting on their laurels for this
team... it was time to train and prepare for
the Mid-Atlantic Section Championship
held at Mary Washington University on
August 12-14, 2011. Unlike winning
Districts, only the champion team in each
age division (14-and-older) at Sectionals is
invited to compete at Nationals which has
always been the goal of The Dream Team.
Our first match on Saturday against a
Maryland team was won in a crushing
victory, 40-12 games. The team also easily
won their second match ensuring that The
Dream Team advanced to the finals on
Sunday. Our opponents from the Richmond
team that we faced at Districts also
advanced to the finals, and it was clear that
they wanted to even the score! At this
point, all of the team had played in at least
one match, so John very appropriately
played the "super six" in the championship
match: Scotty Hunter, Dillon Jacob, Nicole
Krykanov, Emily Pence, Brooke
Pilkington, and Conor Somers. The level of
tennis from both teams was extraordinary,
but The Dream Team won all 5 matches
with a stunning 40-16 game victory!! The
team was crowned the champions of the
14s Mid-Atlantic Section and received
trophies and the important invitation to
compete at the National JTT Tournament in
Arizona to be held October 20-23, 2011.
The dream had finally become a reality!!

In closing, I would be remiss if I did not
properly thank the parents of all of these
incredibly gifted players for trusting their
children with John and me. Clearly, these
players had the opportunity to play on any
JTT team as well as not playing JTT and
focusing solely on their individual tennis

records. John and I are so appreciative that
the parents and the players sacrificed their
time and talents for what we would like to
consider "the greater good" of a team sport
that brought together boys and girls from all
across the city to join together in a cohesive
group and achieve a common goal. It is our
hope that this team experience will have
some type of beneficial impact on them for

the rest of their lives...I know that it
certainly will for me!!

UPDATE: The Dream Team won
their division and placed 4th
overall in the nation. There were
12,000 14s players in the country.

The VBPTA is highly
proud of the U-14

Dream Team!

Congratulations,
Juniors!!



Dream Team Placed 4th Overall in the Nation

Andrew Roberts and Emily Pence shaking
hands at the net with the Florida players after
DEL Haegley it [t Rlordan a thrilling 3rd set tie break. Andrew and

who sang the National Anthem s s s EMily were down, 2-6 in the breaker but
on the 1st day of matches “came back to win the matchl__

Please read this inspirational article from the USTA website
(see picture on left and link below)

Rare Disease Can't Stop Roberts's Dream
Andrew Roberts of the USTA Mid-Atlantic "Dream Team"
fights through a nightmarish disease by playing tennis.
© Jen Pottheiser

http://www.usta.com/rare_disease cant stop robertss dream




BOARD MIEMBER

Harry Felton, an At
Large member of the VBTPA
since 2009, first picked up a
tennis racket at the age of
seven in his home town,
Rocky Mount, NC. He lived
across the street from a park
with ten tennis courts where
he challenged the local men
to play. The park also had a
giant wooden backboard
that he hit against for one or
two hours each day.

While at Rocky Mount
High School, Harry’s tennis
team won the state
championship his sophomore
through senior years, and he
was the #1 player in North
Carolina as a senior. At age
18, Harry played in the
Junior Nationals in
Kalamazoo, Michigan as the
representative of North
Carolina.

Despite never having
taken a single tennis lesson,
Harry earned a full athletic
scholarship to East Carolina
University where he played
#1 for the two years he

attended. The tennis coach

did not believe in

taking a “break”

during spring break,
rather he took the team to
Florida to play better
competition. With three
other boys from his high
school team playing for
ECU, the team never lost a
Carolina Conference match.

Harry then moved to
Fairfax County to get
married and to begin his
career in real estate. He was
both the Fairfax County and
the Prince William County
tennis champion for two
years. Busy with his career
and with starting a family,
Harry quit playing tennis for
the next 20 years. In 1986
he moved to Virginia Beach,
joined VTBCC, and started
playing tennis again. In
2009-2010, Harry served
the local community as a
USTA umpire in order to
give back to his sport. Now
age 69, Harry has had two
hip replacements, one knee
replacement, and a torn
meniscus, so is very happy
to play doubles once a
week!

Harry’s favorite
current and past tennis
players are Roger Federer,
Caroline Wozniacki, Pete
Sampras, and Chris Evert,

who he calls “class acts” on
and off the court. His two
sons grew up playing soccer,
not tennis. One is a CPA and
lives in Blacksburg, and the
other is the former president
of Merchants Tire Company
and lives in West Palm

Beach.

Harry sells real estate
with Rose & Womble
through personal referrals.
Not many people know this,
but while in college Harry

was a regular shag dancer
on a television show called
“Teen Canteen,” similar to
American Bandstand, which
was taped in Greenville,
NC. Ask him to show you his
moves the next time you see
him!
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Officers

President —

Pam Gallagher
rcgallagher@cox.net

Vice-President —

Karen Tucker
karen10s@msn.com

Treasurer —

Jack Tucker
jtucker234 @aol.com

Secretary - Peggy Winn

pawinn@verizon.net

Board Members
Diane Adamson
Pat Alig
Lizette Driscoll
Harry Felton
Craig Gallagher
Pam Gallagher
Dave Howell
Pat Mosley
Doug Snidow
Claudette Sealy
Debra Trent
Jack Tucker
Karen Tucker
Terry Wendt
Vicki Whited
Peggy Winn
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Annual Membership Application or

Renewal Form (April)

Virginia Beach Tennis Patrons Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 631, Virginia Beach, VA 23451

HIN"#$%$$&' ) +%),-. &&&&&N&/01&&&&&!NII20(01-. &
Applicant(s) Information (please print or type)

Name(s)

Address

City, State

ZIP Code

Telephone (home)
Telephone (work) Optional

Telephone (cell) Optional

E-Mail(s) For VBTPA
Purposes Only

Signature(s)
Date

34/56'4/78&648&689&:;6<585298&65=&393>76"; @9&5/3&529&A2956 @B&5<<29?7'5693 &
Please accept my donation of (write in amount):

'&1C,.)&.*DO&EF&)C(-G*C(&GC&HC&GClplease specify - Junior Development, Adult
League, Tournaments, Wheelchair Tennis, General VBTPA Needs, etc.) &

Please mail checks to: Virginia Beach Tennis Patrons Association,
ATTN: Treasurer, P.O. BOX 631, Virginia Beach, VA 23451 &



