The Best of the Worst

Who would ever have imagined it… women, from all walks of life so outwardly dissimilar, one might wonder what could possibly have brought them together.  Then, as each woman begins to speak, followed by waves of laughter, the differences disappear and the common thread that runs through them begins to emerge.  Clearly, we all belong to the same sisterhood, and our differences pale in comparison to the bond that holds us together… tennis!

Last year at Owl Creek Municipal Tennis Center, we found ourselves in the novice class, “Tennis in No Time,” learning the basic skills of groundstrokes, volleys, overheads and being barked at for our clowning on the court by our coach, Jason Mueller.  Before long, and with Jason’s patience, we learned to reign in our excitement and hit the ball with a small amount of accuracy.  While we were attending our practices, a beautiful thing happened—we became friends.  We quickly bonded and became boosters of one another’s wavering confidence, co-conspirators in life’s adventures, keepers of each other’s secrets—through laughter, tears, and an endless river of talk, we are our own collective therapy group!

We decided to form a real team for the 2009 USTA 2.5 Spring league.  Not knowing what we were getting into, we stepped into the great unknown.  Our coach had more faith in us than we had in ourselves.  He kept us in perspective and we went out onto the courts, week after week, and surprised ourselves.  We made it to the playoffs and lost to an excellent 2.5 team, but walked away proudly knowing that we gave it our all.  We also walked away with new skills, strategy, confidence and best of all—our friendship.  

When the Fall season began, we gained a new member of our team as one of our original team members moved to Northern Virginia.  While talking over a few drinks at lunch one day, we decided that we needed a team name.  We tossed some things around and decided that since we are the quintessential underdogs, Longshots would be the perfect choice!  We went into Fall season with our beginner skills and fledgling confidence, laughter in tow, and after winning several more matches, our Coach crowned us “The Best of the Worst.”  

I am reminded of a powerful quote, one I think about every time before a match.   This quote has become symbolic of our team, as this is how we strive to be:  “Forget about your losses. Laugh and hit. You’ll have more fun and win more in the long run.”  We Longshots are proud to be “The Best of the Worst!”  We have the greatest gift of all—our friendship—and we have tennis to thank for that!   

Kerry Clay

Captain, USTA 2.5 Longshots
