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League Schedule and Fee Information

DEADLINE FOR REGISTERING TEAMS: May 28, 2010

SCHEDULES & TEAM NUMBERS:  will be emailed to team captains and posted on website when available 

PLAY BEGINS:  May 31, 2010

LAST DATE TO ADD/DELETE PLAYERS: June 13, 2010

LAST DATE TO ENTER SCORES IN TennisLink: August 16, 2010

Time of play for each level of play is subject to change.  2010 league matches will start as follows:



4.0 Sunday at 5:30 PM



3.5 Tues and Thurs at 6:00 PM  


3.0 TBD

FEES FOR THE 2010 SENIOR LEAGUE SEASON (per person)

$15.00   

TEAM FEE 

$18.00   

VIRGINIA TENNIS FEE

$  3.75

MID-ATLANTIC FEE

$  3.00       

CONVENIENCE FEE for use of TennisLink*

$39.75        
TOTAL

The team captain may collect the fees and register the whole team, or individuals may register themselves on TennisLink using a major credit card.  You must have your team code to register.  It is the responsibility of each individual player to make sure all of the information connected to his/her USTA membership is current and correct. Your league coordinator will distribute the team codes to the captains.  Rosters must be entered on TennisLink with at least 6 players by May 28, 2010.  No player is eligible to play until he is entered into TennisLink.

Team Captains will collect $10 VBTPA membership fee from non-members 

Your team fee money will be used to support tennis for all ages in Tidewater and to support those teams that advance.  
League Rules (USTA)
The league rules adopted by the VBTPA are based on the 2010 regulations governing the USTA Senior league program.  The local league coordinator is responsible for the interpretation and enforcement of the league rules.  By registering a team on TennisLink, you and your players are indicating acceptance of these rules.

USTA Senior League Program

The USTA senior league program provides organized recreational play with advancement for winning teams from local competition to district, sectional, and national championships to determine a national championship team in each level of competition.

Official League Rating Program

The NTRP is the official system for rating levels of competition for USTA league programs.  All players shall have a computer rating or accurately rate themselves in accordance with NTRP.

Eligibility

Each player:

must be a current member of the USTA through October 31, 2010

must have a computer rating or a self-rating prior to play.

must be at least age 50 during calendar year 2010

must be a VBTPA member through April 2011

USTA league tennis participants must become USTA members by one of the following methods:

by using the USTA's toll-free phone number for membership services: 1-800-990-USTA (8782)

by using USTA's web site and renewing on-line at: www.usta.com 

Please have ALL players update their membership information to include name, address, and phone number. 

Player Agreement

All players participating in the VBTPA league, as a condition of their participation, agree to abide by and be bound by the USTA constitution; bylaws and standing orders; the USTA tournament regulations and other USTA regulations (unless modified by the USTA league regulations); the USTA league regulations and Mid Atlantic 2010 rules; Virginia District 2010 rules; and the standards of good conduct, VBTPA local rules, fair play and good sportsmanship

Scoring

All matches shall be the best of two sets. At 6-all in each set, the 7 point Coman Tiebreak procedure will be used. In lieu of third set, a match tiebreak using the Coman Tiebreak procedure with the winner being the first to 10 by a margin of two.    

COMAN Tiebreak Procedure

Players will exchange ends after the first point and every 4 points thereafter.  This will allow doubles teams to serve from the same side of the court as they had been using throughout the set or match. 

Procedures in the Event of a Tie

In the event of a tie in standings, the tie shall be broken by the first of the following procedures:

A.  Individual matches - winner of the most individual matches in the entire competition

B.  Sets - loser of the fewest number of sets

C.  Games - loser of the fewest number of games

D.  Head-to-head - winner of the head-to-head match(es)

E.  Toss of coin - the coin shall be tossed by a league official

Forfeits

A team must have a minimum of four eligible players available for play in each match or the entire match shall be forfeited.  A team may forfeit a maximum of one position in a match without forfeiting the entire match. In all such cases forfeit shall be determined by the team captain or coordinator in accordance with the following procedure:

1.  Doubles - the #3 doubles must be forfeited before the #2 doubles.

Note: Once the score card/line-up has been completed and exchanged, no changes are to be made (except as stated in Team Line-Up). Please make sure all players are present before filling out scorecards.   

Team Line-Up 

Team captains for each team shall exchange their match line-ups simultaneously prior to the beginning of the team match.  No substitution may be made in an individual match after the line-up has been presented, except for injury to, illness of, or disqualification of a player, prior to the start of the match.

Coaching

No sideline coaching of any player will be permitted once warm-up begins.

People on Tennis Courts

No people other than the assigned match players can be on the courts during any USTA League match. In addition, team players who have finished their matches should vacate the courts while remaining matches are completed.

Rest Periods

The ITF rule change, Rule 30 -continuous play applies to league play:

a change of ends, without rest, after the first game of every set; at the end of any set, a “set break” of not longer than two minutes is allowed.

Local League

A local league shall consist of a minimum of two teams in a specific level.  A team shall consist of a minimum of six players and a maximum of 12 

VBTPA Rules (Local)

The rules governing league play may be obtained from the league coordinator.  A copy of the USTA League Regulations 2010 can be found on the USTA website, and each captain should obtain a copy.  Players who compete in the VBTPA league do so under “the code”, the basis of which is sportsmanship and these local rules.

To Add and Delete Players and playing on multiple teams

Team captains have until June 13, 2010 to add or delete players from the 2010 team roster.  You may add players on TennisLink and if you need to delete a player you must notify the local league coordinator. Fees will not be returned to a deleted player if he has attempted to play a match.

A player may play on more than one team provided they are at different levels. A maximum of two players registered for a team at one level may play on the same team at another level.

Ratings

Players from the 2009 season may play at the same level unless they have been moved up or down.  Players who have been moved up or down must play at their new level, unless an appeal on their behalf is approved by Mid-Atlantic. All ratings are posted on the website, and it is the players and captains responsibility to check to verify he is playing at the correct level. End of year USTA ratings are published in November.  

New Players

Players new to the league without a current NTRP computer rating or players who have not played in a USTA sanctioned league since 2007, or 2008 for players  60 years or older, must self-rate on TennisLink.  When self -rating, if you have played professional/satellite tennis, had a National or Sectional ranking, taught tennis or played college tennis (elite players) a player history form must be completed and forwarded to the Sectional League Coordinator for approval of self-rating prior to playing a match. Players should be careful when self-rating because once an entry has been made it cannot be changed by the player.  Players self rating are encouraged to use the “help’ on the website.

Home Team

The home team will provide 3 cans of USTA certified balls for the match as indicated on the league schedule. Penn is the official ball, any type 1 or type 2 ball may be used. (VBTPA will not provide tennis balls)

Scorecards

Each captain should print scorecards for each match from TennisLink.  This can be done at the beginning of the season after receiving schedules.  Score Line-ups must be exchanged by team captains prior to the scheduled match time.  At start time the captains must have their players on court if courts are available.  Matches that contain players not on the roster will be disqualified and the team having the proper players will be awarded a 6-0, 6-0 win and a match win.  Names of players on scorecards should match names on the team roster.  Scorecards must be printed, legible, winners circled, scores properly annotated, and signed by team captains or their representative. Either captain may input the scores to “TennisLink” after the completion of the team match.  The other team captain must log in to TennisLink within 48 hours of scores being reported to confirm or dispute. After that time results are deemed final.

Warm-Up and Forfeit

Warm-up is limited to 10 minutes from the scheduled time of the match.  A player that is not on the court and ready to play 15 minutes from the scheduled time of the match will be a forfeit, and no changes on the score card/line-up will be allowed.  The team captain calling the forfeit must have his players from the scorecard/line-up for that team position on the court ready to play.  In the event that a captain calls another captain to admit a forfeit in advance, then the captain receiving the forfeit does not have to have the players on the court but must indicate his players on the scorecard/line-up. When entering scores into “TennisLink”, all lines of the scorecard must be filled in.

If a captain fails to notify an opposing captain that he will forfeit all matches and fails to show, that captain will be disqualified from play for the remainder of the year and the next year league

Continuous Play and Inclement Weather

If weather interrupts a match, all play to that point will stand and the match will continue from that point at a later time or on another day.  If a match cannot be played because of weather, the team captains will reschedule the match and inform the league coordinator.  Team matches should be rescheduled within 72 hours and completed within one week.

Duties

The Senior League coordinator will manage the overall league and assist the individual team captains as necessary. The team captain will perform the administrative affairs for his team and ensure all USTA rules and regulations are properly followed.  By registering a team on TennisLink, a team captain acknowledges that he has received, read and understands the USTA and VBTPA league rules and regulations.  Only the primary captain identified on the roster will be recognized as the spokesperson for the team.  Any change in team captain must be submitted to the level coordinator in writing.

Grievances

A complaint against a player or team alleging a violation of rules will be handled by the grievance committee.  Grievances must be submitted in writing to the VBTPA grievance committee and the opposing team captain prior to the commencement of the next team match involving such player/team or within twenty four (24) hours after the end of league play, whichever occurs first.

Senior Advancement Schedule

	Virginia Districts
	August 27-29, 2010 
	Wintergreen, VA

	Sectionals
	September 10-12, 2010
	Huntington Park 

Newport News, VA


Nationals
4.0

Oct 29-31

Rancho Mirage, CA

3.5

Oct 8-10

Indian Wells, CA



3.0

Oct 22-24

Indian Wells, CA

Website

Please visit the Virginia Beach Tennis Patrons website: www.vbtennispatrons.org 
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